
Message Notes: 
 
We learned that we have been given the Scriptures to help us Evaluate 
Culture with the purpose of Engaging the Culture.  
 
 
#Race is not a Biblical category.    However to communicate in today’s 
culture it’s hard to navigate conversation without it. 
 
Race: A group of people identified as distinct from other groups 
because of supposed physical or genetic traits shared by the group. 
Most biologists and anthropologists do not recognize race as a 
biologically valid classification, part     because there is more genetic 
variation within groups than between them. 
 
The so-called “racial” characteristics that people think are major 
differences (skin color, eye shape, etc.) “account for only 0.012 % of 
human biological variation.” 
 
We are 99.9% the same biologically. 
 
Acts 17:26-28 
 
We are a part of ONE race –the human race. 
     
Ethnicity: The word “ethnic” characterizes a “sizable group of people 
sharing a common and distinctive racial, national, religious, linguistic 
or cultural heritage.”  
  
According to sociologist Robert Wonser, “Sociologists see race and 
ethnicity as social constructions because they are not rooted in 
biological differences, they change over time, and they never have 
firm boundaries.”  
 
THE PROBLEM IS OUR WORLDVIEW: 
Galatians 3:27-28 
 
Why is the idea of “shedding race” as our primary identifier 
TROUBLING for the so many Believers?  
 



In regards to those who were boasting about outward appearances 
Paul said this to the Church in Corinth 
 
From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Eve
n though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard hi
m thus no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creatio
n. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.  
– 2 Corinthians 5:16-17 
 
When it comes to race & racism we are fighting a Spiritual Battle.   
 
2 Corinthians 10:4 
 
We are trying to fight a Spiritual battle without the right tools. 
 
5 Things that keep us from “thinking like Christ” in regards to race 
 
1. Implicit Bias 
2. Focusing on the Divisions 
3. Unresolved Emotional Baggage 
4. Superficial Relationships 
5. Lack of Humility 
 
I. IMPLICIT BIAS 
Our brains automatically want to create categories. 
 
When we don’t reject notions of implicit biases, our brains file it away 
and associate it as truth. 
 
According to Romans 12:2, we can’t passively be told by culture what 
we should believe.  God has to have the final say. 
 
2 Corinthians 10:5  teaches us to take every thought captive.  
 
Ethnic groupings is a condition of human thought.  
 
We can’t become lazy in our thinking; and dispel things because of 
our lack of experience or because of our experiences. 
 
Categorization is so dangerous, because we forget that behind the 



stats are real people. 
 
People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks 
at the heart.” (1 Sam. 16:7) 
 
II.  FOCUSING ON DIFFERENCES (instead of similarities) 
 
We have to be cautious of false arguments.  Some will create false 
arguments, assuming that we know what other people are thinking 
about us, because we are different. 
    
Jesus transcends culture.   Our humanity must be defined by our 
faith, not the other way around! 
 
Racism quickly rears it’s head in the idea of “US vs. Them" 
 
Racism is nothing more than collective narcissism: I love 
my group above all others because I love myself. - Michael 
Horton 
 
III.  UNRESOLVED EMOTIONAL BAGGAGE 
 
Unresolved emotional baggage includes un-forgiveness, bitterness, 
hurt and misplaced anger. 
 
Healing can only start when someone takes the first step of 
swallowing their pride and anger.  If not, we get caught in an endless 
cycle of finger pointing.  
 
2 Corinthians 2:10-11  
 
IV.  SUPERFICIAL RELATIONSHIPS  
The racial divide begins to heal when people are willing to enter into 
deeper biblical relationships. 
 
Acts 2:42-47  
 
Because we often have not properly discerned how God wants us to 
engage others, in relationships we stay on the surface. 
 



 
V.  Lack of Humility 
 Philippians 2:3  
"Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count 
others more significant than yourselves." 
 
 
VI.  CONCLUSION 
 
We have placed limitations on God and one another because we 
haven’t fully believed in the Gospel –The Good news of Jesus Christ– 
which is ultimately what He came to do.   
 
When and if you elevate your Ethnicity; Your culture; Your worldview 
above Christ…  You have created another gospel that has now 
power.   You might as well start your own cult. 
 
 
1 Peter 2:9-11 
 
	  


